English
Skills Test

Listening

Why take an adaptive test?

Your adaptive test is personalised. Some questions might be easy, and some will be more difficult.
Your questions are chosen based on your previous answers.

An adaptive test will give you an accurate result and a better test experience because it is
tailored to your level.

Your Listening test usually takes approximately 20—45 minutes, depending on your level. However,
it could be shorter or longer than this.

Your results will be available immediately after you complete the test.

What do | need to know about my test?

© UCLES 2025. This material may be photocopied (without alteration) and distributed for classroom use
provided no charge is made. For further information see our Terms and Conditions.

Look at the sample test to become familiar with the tasks. The sample test is not adaptive. It shows
you all the different types of tasks in the Cambridge English Skills Test: General. When you take
your real test, you will see some of these tasks, but not all of them. The tasks you see will depend
on your level.

Before answering a question, read the task instructions and any context information about the
listening audio. This will help your understanding.

You can change your answer to any question on the same screen.

Check all your answers carefully before you click on the arrow to move to the next screen. However,
do not take too long to read through everything again, try to keep moving at a good, steady pace.
When you click forward to the next screen, you will not be able to go back.
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English
Skills Test

Task type 1 (Listening) One-Question Multiple Choice with pictures

For this question, choose the correct answer.

You have 10 seconds to read the question. You will hear the recording twice.

n How will the friends go to town?

O O O
No. of questions in 1
task
Testing focus Listening to identify simple information with the help of pictures
Advice e You have 10 seconds to read the task information, question and
options.
e Look at each picture carefully and think of the words which describe
the pictures.
e Listen to the whole audio carefully.
e Choose the correct answer.
e The audio will automatically play two times. You can click on the arrow
to move on to the next question when you are ready.
Preparation e Listen to people making plans, talking about likes and dislikes, giving

information about holidays, free time and studies.

e Cambridge English has a variety of activities to help you with
pronunciation.

o Tip: Review vocabulary you have learned in class and focus on the
pronunciation of the words.

© UCLES 2025. This material may be photocopied (without alteration) and distributed for classroom use
provided no charge is made. For further information see our Terms and Conditions.

CAMBRIDGE
English



https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/activities-for-learners/?skill=pronunciation&rows=12

English
Skills Test

Task type 2 (Listening) One-Question Multiple Choice

For this question, choose the comrect answer.

You have 10 seconds to read the guestion. You will hear the recording twice.
Listen to two friends discussing a concert they’ve just been to.

n What did they both like about it?

the unusual music
the friendly staff

the price of the tickets

No. of questionsin | 1

task
Testing focus Understanding information in longer audios and piecing together
information from non-consecutive chunks of language
Advice e You have ten seconds to read the scene setter, questions and
options.
e Listen to the whole audio carefully.
e Choose the correct answers.
e The audio will automatically play two times. You can click on the
arrow to move on to the next question when you are ready.
Preparation e Listen to conversations in English — people giving opinions, saying

how they feel about something, explaining reasons for doing
something, agreeing or disagreeing with others.

e Tip: Listen to a variety of podcasts, news reports and online
tutorials in English.

© UCLES 2025. This material may be photocopied (without alteration) and distributed for classroom use
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English
Skills Test

Task type 3

(Listening) Five-Question Multiple choice

For these questions, choose the correct answer.
You have 45 seconds to read the questions. You will hear the recording twice.

Listen to part of a podcast with a computer games developer called Rachel Karlsson.

Bl How doss Rachel feel about her computer games company?
pleased that itis doing so well
happy 10 be running it with her friends

surprised how long it took to set up.

Bl Why did Rachel decide not to study chemistry at university?
ItIooked ke a hard subject at university level
Her future career choices seemed imited.

She realised she didn't like it enough.

Il Rachel originally wanted to study computer science at university in order to
leam programming fanguages
design mobile devices.

become a data analyst.

B Rachel chose the university that was
the most up-to-date
in the most attractive area.

the easiest to getfo by car.

Bl Some of the students Rachel met at university
were as interested s her in computer games.
convinced her to study computer games development

had already crealed a number of computer games.

No. of questions in
task

5 (with 3 or 4 multiple choice options)

Testing focus

Understanding information in longer audios with one, two or three people

speaking about a wide range of topics

Advice

¢ You have 45 seconds to read the task instructions, questions and

options.

e The answers to the questions are in the same order in the audio.
Try to identify ‘cues’ as you listen. These are words or phrases

which signal the question you should answer.

e Try to answer the questions as you listen but move on to the next
guestion if you hear the next cue. You will be able to listen a

second time.

The audio will automatically play two times. You can click on the
arrow to move on to the next question when you are ready.

Preparation

e Listen to a variety of talks, interviews, conversations and debates.

Choose topics that you find interesting.

e Tip: Listen with a friend and have a discussion afterwards. This will

also help you to practice speaking.

Task type 4

(Listening) Two-Question Multiple Choice

© UCLES 2025. This material may be ph
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English
Skills Test

For these questions, choose the comect answer.
You have 15 seconds to read the questions. You will hear the recording twice.

Listen to two friends talking about holidays.

Bl +ow did the woman feel during her childhood holidays?

frustrated by the lack of technology
envious of the locals’ lifestyle

inspired by the landscape

“ What do they both say about their camping holidays nowadays?

They find them challenging to organise.
They try to recreate their childhood experience.

They appreciate the break from the usual routine.

No. of questionsin | 2

task
Testing focus Understanding information in longer audios with one, two or three people
speaking about a wide range of topics
Advice e You have 15 seconds to read the task instructions, questions and
options.
e Listen to the whole audio carefully.
¢ Choose the correct answer for each question.
The audio will automatically play two times. You can click on the
arrow to move on to the next question when you are ready.
Preparation e Listen to a variety of talks, interviews, conversations and debates.

Choose topics that you find interesting.

e Tip: Listen with a friend and have a discussion afterwards. This will
also help you to practice speaking.

© UCLES 2025. This material may be photocopied (without alteration) and distributed for classroom use
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English
Skills Test

Task type 5 (Listening) One-Task Multiple Matching
For this question, dick in the comrect box for each speaker. You have 45 seconds to read the question and look at the table. You will hear the recording twice.
Listen to five short extracts in which people are talking about the frees in their city.
‘What does each person value most about the trees in their city?
Speaker 1 Speaker 2 Speaker 3 Speaker 4 Speaker 5
They lessen the effects of summer heat.
They can inspire a real community spirit.
They can have a positive effect on mood.
They add variety to the urban landscape.
They compensate for the ugliness of the city.
They keep people in touch with the natural world.
They make a major contribution to reducing paollution.
They encourage people to think about the cify’s history.
No. of questionsin | 5
task
Testing focus Understanding the main ideas in short monologues
Advice ¢ You have 45 seconds to read the task instructions, question and
options.
e Listen to each speaker fully before choosing an option.
e The audio will automatically play two times. You can click on the
arrow to move on to the next question when you are ready.
Preparation e Listen to podcasts where they have variety of guests talking about
the same topics. Do they have similar/different
opinions/experiences? What do you think about what they say?
e Tip: Popular podcasts often have online forums where people
discuss different episodes. Get involved in the discussion.

© UCLES 2025. This material may be photocopied (without alteration) and distributed for classroom use
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English
Skills Test

Task type 6

(Listening) Sentence Completion

For these questions, complete the sentences with no more than three words in each gap.
You have 45 seconds to read the sentences. You will hear the recording twice.

Listen to part of a podcast in which a woman called Mel, who is a keen cyclist, is talking about a race called The Iron Horse Bicycle Classic.

The Iron Horse Bicycle Classic Race

Mel jokingly suggests that the train might have an ﬂ because of its performance
in the race.

Mel says that n is the key factor cyclists need to complete the Iron Horse Bicycle
Classic Race.

Mel believes that its E is the main reason that cyclists are drawn to the race

Mel is most looking forward to comparing her performance on the E when she

takes part next year.

Mel uses the term* H ' to explain the effects of the weather in 2008

No. of questions in
task

5

Testing focus

Listening for and writing down specific information from an extended
monologue

Advice

e You have 45 seconds to read the task instructions and sentences.

e Think about what word might fill the gap grammatically or logically.

For example, are you listening for a noun, verb or adjective? Are
you listening for an opinion or factual information?

e Try to identify ‘cues’ as you listen. These are words or phrases
which signal which question you should answer.

e The answer will be one, two or three words. Don’t try to write long
answers.

o Don’t repeat information that is already included in the gapped
sentence.

o All of the answers will be words that are spoken in the recording,
so only use the exact word(s) that you hear.

e Listen again to check your answers, including the correct spelling.

Preparation

o Listen to talks, lectures or tutorials which interest you. Make notes
on the main ideas and then listen again using subtitles or the
transcript. Did you get the main points?

e Tip: Talk to someone you know about what you listened to. It
would be best to do this in English, but you can speak to them in
your own language. The main purpose is to communicate
something that you have heard in English.

© UCLES 2025. This material may be photocopied (without alteration) and distributed for classroom use
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English
Skills Test

Speaking

What do | need to know about my test?

© UCLES 2025. This material may be photocopied (without alteration) and distributed for classroom use
provided no charge is made. For further information see our Terms and Conditions.

The Speaking test takes approximately 15 minutes to complete.

The Speaking test is a multi-level test. This means students of all abilities can take it. Some of the
qguestions are short and some are longer.

Some of the test parts include preparation time, and some do not. There is a blue bar to show how
much time you have to prepare. Use the preparation time to think about what you’re going to say.
You can use a pen and paper to make notes on what you are going to say.

Listen to and read the instructions carefully before you start speaking. There will be a sound (‘beep’)
at the start of the speaking time. Only speak after you hear this beep.

Try your best to speak for all the time available. Speak in full sentences, give examples, expand on
your ideas and try to use lots of different English grammar and vocabulary.

The green bar on the screen shows you how long you have to speak, but don’t worry if you get
interrupted before the end of your answers.

Keep the microphone the same distance from your mouth throughout the test.

Do not touch the microphone part of your headset because this can create noise.

Speak clearly and at the same volume throughout the test.

Look at the sample test so that you are familiar with the types of questions in the Cambridge English
Skills Test: General.

If you are doing Business English, look at the Business sample test.

sy CAMBRIDGE
English


https://www.metritests.com/metricatestdelivery/Assessment/Assignment?test=EST_Adult%20_Speaking_A1%20to%20C1_16plus_Sample
https://www.metritests.com/metricatestdelivery/Assessment/Assignment?test=EST_Business%20_Speaking_A1%20to%20C1_16plus_Sample

English
Skills Test

Task type 1 Talking about yourself

Part 1

You will be asked & questions. Listen to each question and answer after the tone.
For questions 1—4, you will have 10 seconds to speak. For questions 58, you will have 20 seconds to spealk.

(What’s your name?)

(How do you spell your family name?)

(Where are you from?)

(Do you work or are you a student?)

(What do you enjoy doing at weekends?)

(Do you get many opportunities to speak English?)
(What'’s the best thing that happened to you last week?)
(Where would you like to live in the future?)

No. of questions in 8
task

Testing focus Answering individual questions and giving personal information

Advice In Part One, you answer 8 questions about yourself.

For questions 1 to 4, you have 10 seconds speaking time.

For questions 5 to 8, you have 20 seconds speaking time.

The first two questions in the test are not marked. They are an

opportunity to practise giving your answers to a computer.

Try and speak for all the time available.

Try to answer the questions as fully as possible. Try to give examples,

expand on your points and where possible use a variety of language

(e.g. structures, tenses, vocabulary etc.).

e Don’t worry if you get interrupted before the end of your answers — you
won't be penalised for this.

Preparation e Look through your English textbook or notebook and find questions that
you have discussed in class. Find someone to practise the questions
with.

o Tip: Use a variety of grammatical structures and vocabulary. In speaking
tests, you need to show how much English you know.

© UCLES 2025. This material may be photocopied (without alteration) and distributed for classroom use
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English
Skills Test

Task type 2 Reading sentences

Part 2

You will see 8 sentences on the screen. You will have 10 seconds to read each sentence aloud after the tone.

1.
2.
3.
4,
5.

The library is closed for staff training until 11am.

Mrs Hill would like to accept the invitation.

The bus timetable can sometimes change at short notice.

Thank you for coming to the film club’'s summer event.

How easy will it be for students to find accommodation near

the university?

After you have finished making online payments, remember to

log out of your account.

7. A'UV Index' reading of 11 indicates an extreme risk of harm
from the sun's rays.

8. On average there are twice as many applicants for

undergraduate degree courses as places available.

o

No. of questionsin | 8

task
Testing focus Demonstrating pronunciation and fluency ability at both word and
sentence level
Advice e For questions 1 to 8, you have 10 seconds speaking time.
e Try to read the sentences out loud as naturally as possible.
¢ You don’t need to read each sentence more than once.
¢ You won’t be penalised if you don’t use all the time available for
this task to read the sentence out loud.
Preparation o Listen to news reports, tutorials, podcasts, talks. Listen to the way

stress and intonation patterns are used by English speakers and
try to reproduce this when practising.

e Listen to what happens with stress and intonation when speakers
of English ask questions and try to reproduce this when practising.

e Tip: Record yourself saying simple sentences in English. You can
use Al or a dictation feature to hear an example of how the
sentence is said. Compare it to how you said it. Listen to the way
stress and intonation patterns are used by English speakers and
try to reproduce this when practising.

© UCLES 2025. This material may be photocopied (without alteration) and distributed for classroom use
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Skills Test

Task type 3 Talking about a topic

Part3

You will have 1 minute to talk about a topic. First, you have 40 seconds io read the task and prepare what you are going to say. You will then have 1 minute to speal. Please speak for all the ime you have.

Talk about a person you know that is special to you.
You should say:
* who the person is

*» how you know the person
+ why the person is special to you.

No. of questions in | 1

task

Testing focus Speaking about a topic and effectively organising and linking your ideas

Advice e For this question you have 40 seconds to plan your answer
followed by 60 seconds speaking time.

e Make sure you use the thinking time to plan what you’re going to
say. Make notes based on the prompts you see on screen and use
these notes to help structure your response.

¢ Try and speak for all the time available.

It is important to keep to the topic you've been asked to talk about.

e Don’t worry if you get interrupted before the end of your answers —
you won’t be penalised for this.

Preparation e Develop your ideas and opinions on a wide range of topics so you

have something to say. In the test, you might have to talk about
people you know, sports, technology, or celebrations.

e Learn and practise using linking phrases so that you smoothly
'signal’ that you are moving between ideas. For example: 'Let me
tell you how | know this person’, 'There's several reasons why this
person is so special to me.'

o Tip: Watch short videos of people talking about these topics. What
do they say? Do they use any words or phrases which might help
you communicate your ideas more effectively? How do they
express themselves (pronunciation, intonation)?

© UCLES 2025. This material may be photocopied (without alteration) and distributed for classroom use
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Skills Test

Task type 4

Making a recommendation

Part 4

You will have 1 minute to leave a message for an English-speaking friend about some visual information.

First, you have 1 minute to look at the information and prepare what you are going to say.

YYou will then have 1 minute to leave your message. The visual information will stay on the screen. Please speak for all the ime you have.

Your English-speaking friend needs to travel to a By bus By train
nearby city.

Comfort L8 &

This table shows the different ways your friend could

travel.
Value for

money

* % * Ak

] & )

Nice views Fast travel Friendly drivers

Leave a message for your friend, recommending a
way to travel and explaining why you think this way to
travel is best.

Advantage

No. of questions in
task

Testing focus

Talking about information presented in a visual form and making a
recommendation

Advice e For this question you have 60 seconds to plan your answer
followed by 60 seconds speaking time.

e Don’t worry about talking about everything you see — you can pick
out what you think are the most important things to talk about.

e Try to answer the question as fully as possible. Try to give
examples, expand on your points and where possible use a variety
of language (e.g. structures, tenses, vocabulary etc.).

e Try and use your own language as much as possible. Don'’t just
read out the words on the screen!

¢ Make sure you use the preparation time to think about what you’re
going to say.

e Don’t worry if you get interrupted before the end of your answer —
you won'’t be penalised for this.

Preparation e Learn and practise the language of comparison so that you can

compare the options given. Examples include, 'on the one hand...
on the other hand', 'this one is X whereas that one is Y'.

¢ Review phrases for making suggestions/recommendations and
speculating. The task often involves making plans and giving
recommendations. Knowing some of these phrases will give you a
basic structure to help you to develop your ideas.

© UCLES 2025. This material may be photocopied (without alteration) and distributed for classroom use
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e Tip: If you have friends or family who understand English, make
plans with them, or suggest things to do, in English.

© UCLES 2025. This material may be photocopied (without alteration) and distributed for classroom use
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Task type 5 Giving an opinion

Part5

You will hear five questions about a topic. First, you have 40 seconds to read the task After you hear each question, you will have 20 seconds to give your answer. Please speak for all the time you have.

A researcher is writing a report about young people’s leisure time. He wants to find
out your opinion about the importance of leisure time for young people.

He will ask you questions about:

+ daily leisure time

. Elaying sports

* being alone

+ joining clubs

* too much leisure time

No. of questionsin | 5

task
Testing focus Expressing opinions and ideas on a given topic in response to a spoken
question
Advice e In part five, you answer 5 questions related to a topic and prompts
that you see on your screen.

o First of all, you have 40 seconds to read the topic and prompts.
You have 20 seconds speaking time for each of the five questions.

e Use the preparation time to look at the bullet points and think about
the topic, what questions you could be asked and the vocabulary
you will need to use.

e Try to answer the questions as fully as possible. Try to give
examples, expand on your points and where possible use a variety
of language (e.g. structures, vocabulary etc.).

o Don’t worry if you get interrupted before the end of your answer —
you won'’t be penalised for this.

Preparation e Review phrases for giving your opinion, comparing and

contrasting, and expressing preferences. Knowing some of these
phrases will give you a basic structure to help you to develop your
ideas.

e Tip: Make sure you develop opinions on a wide range of topics, so
you have something to say.

© UCLES 2025. This material may be photocopied (without alteration) and distributed for classroom use
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English
Skills Test

Writing test advice for the candidate

What do | need to know about my test?

¢ You have 45 minutes to complete the Writing test.

o There are two tasks in the test. Each task has a suggested time to spend, and a minimum number
of words to write.

e Try to write as much as you can for each task. This will give you the best chance to show your
writing ability. There is a word count function to show you how many words you have written.

¢ Make sure you leave enough time for both parts of the test. Use all the time available to plan and
write your answers. There is a timer to show you how many minutes you have spent on the test.

¢ Read the tasks carefully and consider ways to develop your answer. You can use a pen and paper
to plan your answer or list your ideas before you start typing.

e Be careful with your typing because there is no spellcheck! If you have some time at the end of the
test, read your answers again to check for spelling mistakes, spaces, full stops and capital letters.

e Look at the sample test and read the information on the Cambridge English Skills Test: General, so
that you are familiar with the tasks and how to move through the test.

© UCLES 2025. This material may be photocopied (without alteration) and distributed for classroom use provided
no charge is made. For further information see our Terms and Conditions.
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Cambridge .
English
Skills Test

Task type 1

Email task

Part 1

You should spend about 15 minutes on this task.

You have received this email from a friend who you went to college
with.

Do you know it will soon be five years since we finished college? |

Have you got any ideas about what we could do to celebrate and
when?

Write and tell me

Jan

think we should contact our old friends and arrange to meet again.

Write an email to Jan:

« suggest a good way to celebrate with your old college friends
« explain when would be the best time for the celebration
« offer to help organise the celebration

Write at least 50 words.

Time and no. of
words

You should spend around 15 minutes on Part 1.

Write at least 50 words.

Testing focus

Using a range of structures and vocabulary in an appropriate register with

coherent organisation of ideas

Advice

¢ You should spend about 15 minutes on this task.
Read the task instructions and input message carefully.
e Plan your answer so that you include all the information that is

required.

e Try to write your answer in a style and format that is appropriate to

the audience specified in the task instructions.

Try to link your ideas together so that your writing is easy to follow.
¢ Think about how you can use paragraphs effectively.
Try to use a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures.

Preparation

e Practise writing short messages and emails to your family and

friends and others in English.

e Practise writing within a time limit so that you know how to manage

your time.

e Practise writing online using https://writeandimprove.com/

© UCLES 2025. This material may be photocopied (without alteration) and distributed for classroom use provided
no charge is made. For further information see our Terms and Conditions.
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Task type 2

Writing to a wider audience

Part 2

You should spend about 30 minutes on this task.

The town where you live has a website where local people can
discuss local issues. You are concerned about the increase in car and
truck traffic in the town and have decided to post your comments on
the town website.

Write your comments for the town website.

Write about:

» why you think the amount of traffic is increasing in your town
» what problems the increased traffic is causing in your town

» how the amount of traffic in your town could be reduced

and any other points you think are important.

Write at least 180 words.

Time and no. of
words

You should spend around 30 minutes on Part 2.

Write at least 180 words.

Testing focus

Using a range of structures and vocabulary in an appropriate register with
coherent organisation of ideas

Advice

¢ You should spend about 30 minutes on this part.

e Read the task instructions carefully.

e Try to write your answer in a style and format that is appropriate to
the audience specified in the task instructions

e Try to link your ideas together so that your writing is logical and
easy to follow.

e Think about how you can structure your answer and use
paragraphs effectively.

e Try to use a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures.

Preparation

e Practise writing within a time limit so that you know how to manage
your time.
e Practise writing online using https://writeandimprove.com/

© UCLES 2025. This material may be photocopied (without alteration) and distributed for classroom use provided
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Skills Test

Reading

Why take an adaptive test?

e Your adaptive test is personalised. Some questions might be easy, and some will be more difficult.
Your questions are chosen based on your previous answers.

e An adaptive test will give you an accurate result and a better test experience because it is
tailored to your level.

e Your Reading test usually takes approximately 20—-45 minutes, depending on your level. However, it
could be shorter or longer than this.

e Your results will be available immediately after you complete the test.

What do | need to know about my test?

o Look at the sample test to become familiar with the tasks. The sample test is not adaptive. It shows
you all the different types of tasks in the Cambridge English Skills Test: General. When you take
your real test, you will see some of these tasks, but not all of them. The tasks you see will depend
on your level.

e Before answering a question, read the task instructions and any information about the texts, as well
as the text including the title. This will help your understanding.

e You can change your answer to any question on the same screen.

e Check all your answers carefully before you click on the arrow to move to the next screen. However,
do not take too long to read through everything again, try to keep moving at a good, steady pace.

¢ When you click forward to the next screen, you will not be able to go back.

JCAMBRIDGE
English
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English
Skills Test

Task type 1 (Reading) One-Question Multiple Choice

For this question, choose the correct answer.

All residents What is the aim of this notice?
Ahead of the next residents’ to inform residents about a meeting
committee meeting,
recommendations for committee
members to replace our retiring
secretary should be posted in the
building manager’s mailbox by to ask residents to submit nominations
this Friday 12pm.

to encourage residents to apply for an opening

No. of questions in | 1

task
Testing focus Understanding the meaning of a short communicative text in the form of a
notice, sign or message
Advice e Read a short text (message or notice).
e Read each option carefully.
¢ Eliminate the options that are not correct.
¢ Click on the correct option, making sure the answer matches with
what the short text says.
Preparation ¢ Read a variety of text types which may appear in the test, such as

emails, signs, notices, messages.
e Tip: Set up a chat group with your friends or family where you only
communicate in English.

'CAMBRIDGE
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Cambridge

English
Skills Test

Task type 2

(Reading) One-Question Multiple-choice gap fill

For this question, choose the correct answer.

Tim n‘ ‘to get to the end of the long-distance cycle ride without problems.

succeeded managed achieved

No. of questions in
task

1 (with 3 or 4 multiple choice options)

Testing focus

Understanding the grammar and vocabulary within a sentence

Advice ¢ Read the gapped sentence.
e Look carefully at all the options.
e Check the words before and after the gap to see if options could fit
here.
e Click on the gap then select the correct answer by clicking on it.
Preparation e Review a variety of grammatical features (e.qg. articles, infinitives,

pronouns, -ing forms, quantifiers, modals, relative clauses,
comparatives, prepositions and particles, verb tenses and forms,
determiners), collocations, fixed phrases and phrasal verbs.

e Cambridge English has a variety of practice activities to help you.

e Tip: Reading a variety of texts in English will help you become
more aware of grammatical structures and vocabulary. If you see a
word, phrase or structure you don’t know, make a note of it. How is
it used? What does it mean? Write down one or two example
sentences.
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English
Skills Test

Task type 3 (Reading) Five-Question Open gap-fill

For these questions, type the comrect answer in each gap.

Type only one word in each gap.

Book Review: The Island

The Island is a beautiful book, written by new author Sam Davies. It tells the true story of Sam’s life as a child growing up on
a small island, n he went to live with his parents when he was just five. It was a massive change for
them all, but as the book explains, for Sam n particular, it meant a completely new way of life.
Before moving to the island, he H not even left his home city for more than a week or two!

Everything on the island therefore seemed very new and strange n first.

Itis a fascinating book to read, and Sam has included wonderful photos, which really help readers understand

special the island is.
No. of questions in | 5
task
Testing focus Knowledge of grammar in a text
Advice ¢ Read a text with 5 gaps.
e Each gap is missing a grammar word.
Read the text carefully and consider its meaning before you fill in
any gap.
e Type ONE word only in each gap.
e Check your answer has the right meaning and fits with the
grammar of the sentence.
Preparation o Review a variety of grammar - articles, infinitives, pronouns,

quantifiers, modals, relative clauses, comparatives, prepositions
and particles, verb tenses and forms, determiners.

e Cambridge English has a variety of practice activities.

e Tip: Look at written work you have done in class and read your
teacher's comments. What grammar errors do you often make?
Find practice exercises online to help you improve.

CAMBRIDGE
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Skills Test

Task type 4 (Reading) Five-question Multiple-choice gap-fill

Click on each gap then choose the correct answer.

Shark cage diving

Cage diving is a great way for scientists to study sharks, but it's also popular with tourists. As its name suggests, shark cage

diving n‘ ‘ a cage. However, it's the people, rather than the sharks, who are inside the cage, to
keep them safe. The cage is n to a boat which sails in an area of the ocean where sharks are
n . Four or five people are underwater in the cage, with breathing equipment. That way, when
a shark J&§ they are able to get some great photos. They can also get a close
n at the creature and observe its behaviour.

applies deals involves

No. of questions in | 5 (with 3 or 4 multiple choice options)

task
Testing focus Knowledge of grammar and vocabulary in a text
Advice o Read a text with 5 gaps.
e Each gap needs to be filled with a single word or phrasal verb.
e Read the text carefully and consider its meaning before you fill in
any gap.
e Click on a gap and consider all the options before choosing the
correct one.
e After completing all the gaps, read the whole text again and check
your answers.
Preparation e Review a variety of grammatical features (e.g. articles, infinitives,

pronouns, -ing forms, quantifiers, modals, relative clauses,
comparatives, prepositions and particles, verb tenses and forms,
determiners), collocations, fixed phrases and phrasal verbs.

e Cambridge English has a variety of practice activities.

e Tip: Reading a variety of texts in English will help you become
more aware of grammatical structures and vocabulary. If you see a
word, phrase or structure you don’t know, make a note of it. How is
it used? What does it mean? Write down one or two example
sentences.

CAMBRIDGE
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English
Skills Test

Task type 5 (Reading) Five-Question Multiple Choice

For this question, choose the correct answer.

Lucy Brooks - piano player
% 13 Why wasnit Lucy keen to enter the piano competition initally?

I've played the piano and violin since | was 3. Now I'm studying at music college, and some months ago | took

part in a national piano competition. My teachers had kept suggesting | should enter, but | wasn't sure - | was She didn't feel confident about her chances of winning.
worried I'd be oo nervous. However, | was able to play plenty of complicated piano pieces, so | felt I'd
probably be as good as some of the other competitors, and decided to give it a try. But no-one was more She hadn't done enough preparation for it

surprised than me when | eventually reached the final!

To be honest, | can't remember that day very clearly because | hadn't slept well the night before. I'd set my e
alarm so that | wouldn't arrive at the concert hall late. My sisters planned to listen o it on the radio at home,

but my parents were there in the hall. Suddenly it was my tum! As usual, the moment | went on stage and She wanted to avoid disappointing her teachers.
began playing, all | thought about was the music, not who was watching. In fact, | hardly even noticed the full

archestra performing with me.

Then the results were announced — and I'd won! We were presented with our prizes, and | had to make a hd How did Lucy feel during her performance in the final?
speech. | hadn't prepared anything, but | managed to say quite a lot, luckily. However, the real high point came

‘when the conductor brought a woman over to say hello. | didn't recognise her initially, but when he said her
name, | realized I'd seen her on TV playing in concerts all over the world. Anyway, it all felt like a huge hd After the resulls of the competition were announced, Lucy
achievement, and my teacher said 'd done brilliantly.

Life wasn't quite the same after the competition was over, though. Plenty of students at my college had won v What does Lucy say about her life after the compeliion?
big competitions, so | wasn't considered particularly special there. But the competition made me think about

where | was going next, and that if | was going to carry on playing the piano and being successful, as | hoped,
then there would be plenty more studying ahead v Lucy now hopes that her success will

Anyway, I'm hoping something good will come from my win. For example, it's difficult for young people to get
music lessons where | live, and I've met talented teenagers who can play any type of music from classical lo

jazz, but can't get proper training. So, itd be great if publicity from the competition could help to change that.

I've also written piano music espedially for teenagers who are learming - that might encourage them 1o practise
more! -

No. of questions in | 5 (with 3 or 4 multiple choice options)
task

Testing focus Reading for gist and specific information such as opinion, purpose, main
idea, implication, etc.

Advice ¢ Read a long text with five multiple-choice questions.

¢ Read the text quickly for general understanding first.
Read each of the questions and the options and look closely at the
text to choose your answer.

¢ Click on the correct answer for each question.

Preparation o Read a variety of texts which may appear in the test - articles,
opinion pieces, editorials.

e Tip: Set up a chat group with your friends or family where you only
communicate in English.
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Skills Test

Task type 6 (Reading) Two-Question Multiple Choice

For this question, choose the correct answer.

Memory techniques
A 18  What does the writer explain in the first paragraph?
Different cultures remember information in different ways. In Australia, for example,

First Nations people have used ‘songlines’ — songs and stories for recording events, O how a culture developed its use of songlines
facts and locations — for over 40,000 years. Through their songlines, locations of rocks -

that make the best tools, waterholes, or details of plants are recorded. Each event or .

fact is associated with a song, story, dance or ceremony. A sengline also functions as a o why one very extensive songline was created
map for a journey — the songlines of the Yanyuwa people from Australia’s far north
relate to distances of over 800 kilometres. Some cultures also include the position of

why access to some songlines might be restricted
stars in their songs to pass on knowledge of seasons and navigation skills. Often, only v g g

important elder members have complete knowledge of their people’s songlines. By .
limiting who is allowed to learn everything, misunderstandings or misinterpretations are o which actions help recall particular events in songlines
prevented, and accuracy maintained

Itis the structure of the human brain that means memory methods such as songlines
have been able to work so effectively across human societies. But dependence on
writing in modern societies has contributed to people losing the ability to construct
memories using processes like those employed in songlines. As the ancient techniques
can be more effective than some newer techniques, perhaps they should be used
alongside current educational methods. For example, schoolchildren could be taught to
sing their science; or could learn mathematics through poems. In this way, memory
techniques from ancient cultures can be adapted to contemporary life.

vn What opinion does the writer express in the second paragraph?

No. of questions in | 2
task

Testing focus Reading for gist and specific information such as opinion, purpose, main
idea, implication, etc.

Advice ¢ Read a long text with two multiple-choice questions.

¢ Read the text quickly for general understanding first.
Read each of the questions and the options and look closely at the
text to choose your answer.

¢ Click on the correct answer for each question.

Preparation o Read a variety of texts which may appear in the test - articles,
opinion pieces, editorials.

e Tip: Find a text which interests you. What do you think of the
writer’'s opinion/perspective? Do you share the same point of view?
Read the comments below the article. What others think? Do you
agree with them?
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English
Skills Test

Task type 7 (Reading) Missing Sentence Text Completion

Read the text.

Choose the correct sentence for each gap. You do not need to use three of the sentences.

How do you know if something s wet?

Do yous hands feel wet when you're washing Shem under running water? Il seems Bke a sily question. But in fact humans cannot sense water on their

discavared thal several animal spaces, Including cockroaches and baes, have thess on

‘These are based an seasory input from our Immediate

Ve cartainky s sight and tausch ta idenify wetness: we ee flowing water and fesl # hiting us during a shower, for exampls. But many bislogists in e is now & fence 1o suppart thei heary.

this fied think tlemperature is the most
much of il is Davie Filingeri & Brtish

1o s use 1 sense wate o e ki, [ One axpart uha s gatharsd
Jogis whoss s bm s pionsering resemch i is . Toestour bty 1 detat wethass, his

vessarchars covarsd the ayas of rine indridusts, 1en touched their arms with dry probss chied 10 3 ranga of cold Temparatures. Mast partcpsnts
percalved i probes a3 wat i hey ware around 0 degress Catsius. [ W do Indsed raly on temparatura 10 detsct whather
something s malst

gt ok i gl . v g Kt et s, Bk T g
eaporte ot skin s g 1 ool o Thti,pepl et o pce cooess. o 2 1 s

sensation

So the next tma you'ra finding it dificult to tal i your laundry on the lins outsids Is dry whan i sksa fesls cold. you'll knaw whyl x

No. of questions in | 5

task
Testing focus Understanding of text structure, cohesion and coherence within
paragraphs in a longer text
Advice e Read a long text with 5 gaps.
Each gap is missing a sentence, and you will need choose the
correct sentence for each gap from 8 options.
e There are 3 extra sentences.
¢ Read the text carefully and consider its meaning before you fill in
any gap.
¢ For each gap study the ideas and the words that come before or
after it; these will help you decide which option fits best.
e Drag and drop the correct sentences into each gap.
¢ Finally, re-read the whole text with your chosen sentences to
check your answers.
Preparation e Read a wide variety of texts in English. How does the writer
connect each sentence together? How is each paragraph
connected?

e Tip: Reading more in English will also improve your writing.

CAMBRIDGE
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English
Skills Test

Task type 8 (Reading) Missing Paragraph Text Completion

Read the texi.

Choose the correct paragraph A—F for each gap. You do not need to use one of the paragraphs.

Building meaningful elatianshps

Unfortunstely, S0, 8 Rawed understanding of cectain aspects of out imeractions can lead us 10 act s ways thet prevent any of thess forms of

relationship §om developing We oflen make an eraneaus assumptsn about bow sur body langusge will be terpreted by thase we are conversin 9

No. of questions in | 5

task
Testing focus Understanding of text structure, cohesion and coherence across
paragraphs in a longer text
Advice ¢ Read a long text with 5 gaps.
Each gap is missing a paragraph. You will need to choose the
correct paragraph for each gap from 6 options.
e There is 1 extra paragraph.
e Look before and after each gap for clues to decide which
paragraph fits best.
o Drag and drop the correct paragraphs into each gap.
¢ Finally, reread the whole text with your chosen paragraphs to
check your answers.
Preparation e Read a wide variety of texts in English.

e Tip: Reading more in English will also improve your writing.

CAMBRIDGE
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English
Skills Test

Task type 9 (Reading) Multiple Text Matching

Read the four reviews.
Choose the correct reviewer for each of the four questions. You can choose the same reviewer for more than one question.

30 Which member shares an opiion wilh Member A abou he cht's approach to selecting books?

No. of questionsin | 4

task
Testing focus Reading multiple sources to compare, contrast and synthesise information
and views
Advice e Read four texts on the same topic.
¢ Read each question and check across the texts to find the correct
answer.
e Click on the button to select the correct text A, B, C or D.
Check your answers.
Preparation o Read a variety of texts on the same topic, e.g. reviews,

news/sports reports, opinion pieces. What are the similarities and
differences between the texts? Which words and phrases tell you
this?

e Tip: Find some reviews of a recent film. What does the reviewer
think of the film? Is it similar to other reviews? Which words and
phrases tell you their opinions are similar/different?
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